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ESB and SOA integration competition

JBoss Enterprise 

SOA Platform

IBM WebSphere ESB Oracle AquaLogic 

Service Bus

Sun Java CAPS

Web Services/JEE standards 
support

X X X X

Complete SOA Platform 
(ESB, BPM, rules, registry, 
partners)

X X (need WebSphere 
Process Server)

X (need additional 
products)

3/4 (missing rules)

Open source (license, not 
just parts)

X 1/2 (for ESB 
component)

Easily consumable 
subscription

X 1/2 (employee count 
based)

Enterprise quality support X4 X X X

Modular architecture  
(customizable footprint,  
minimal overhead)

X

Simple and robust (install 
and configure in minutes) 

X 1/2 (robust, but not 
simple)

1/2 (robust but not 
as simple)

1/2 (for OSS ESB 
only)

Business Event-driven 
Architecture (EDA)

X Oracle EDA Suite

Complex event processing 
(CEP)

Designed to support Future Future Missing rules

BPEL engine Partner: Active 
Endpoints; jBPM + 

Available as an 
upgrade

Available as an 
upgrade

X

SOA governance Partners: SOA 
Software and 
Amberpoint

Available as an 
upgrade

Available as an 
upgrade

New OSS projects

Price (approximate for 
competitors)

$20,250 annual 
subscription – 4 

CPUs, Premium SLA

$70,000 license fee –  
4 CPUs + $14,000 

annual maintenance

$92,000 license 
fee – 4 CPUs + 

$20,000 annual 
maintenance

$264,000 license 
fee – 4 CPUs + 

$44,000 annual 
maintenance
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4	 Red Hat is rated #1 for value of all enterprise software companies. Oracle is #8. IBM and Sun did not make the top 10. See http://www.redhat.com/promo/vendor/


